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APPENDIX A:  DEFINITIONS AND ACRONYMS 

 
Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES)—A public service organization of 

licensed amateur radio operators who have voluntarily registered their 
qualifications and equipment to provide emergency communications for public 
service events as needed. 

 
Capital Wireless Integrated Network (CapWIN)—A project managed by the 

University of Maryland, Engineering Center for Advanced Transportation 
Technology, demonstrating interoperability related to data sharing among public 
safety agencies in Maryland, Washington D.C., and Virginia. 

 
Consequence Management—Measures taken to protect public health and safety, restore 

essential government services, and provide emergency relief to governments, 
businesses, and individuals affected by the consequences of terrorism. State and 
local governments exercise primary authority to respond to the consequences of 
terrorism. (Source: Federal Response Plan Terrorism Incident Annex, page TI-2, 
April 1999.)  

  
 The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has been designated the 

lead federal agency (LFA) for consequence management to ensure that the 
Federal Response Plan is adequate to respond to terrorism. Additionally, FEMA 
supports the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in crisis management.  

 
Contingency Plan—Targets a specific issue or event that arises during the course of 

disaster operations and presents alternative actions to respond to the situation. 
 
Council of Governments (COG)—The Metropolitan Washington COG is a regional 

organization of 17 metropolitan Washington area local government’s surrounding 
the nations capital, plus area members of the Maryland and Virginia legislatures, 
the U.S. Senate, and the U.S. House of Representatives 

 
Crisis Management—Predominantly a law enforcement function that includes measures 

to identify, acquire, and plan the resources needed to anticipate, prevent, and/or 
resolve a threat of terrorism. The FBI is the LFA for crisis management for such 
an incident. (Source: FBI.)  
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During crisis management, the FBI coordinates closely with local law 
enforcement authorities to provide successful law enforcement resolution to the 
incident. The FBI also coordinates with other federal authorities, including 
FEMA. (Source: FRP Terrorism Incident Annex, April 1999) 

 
CONPLAN—U.S. Government Interagency Domestic Terrrorism Concept of Operations 

Plan.  The CONPLAN was designed to provide overall guidance to federal, state, 
and local agencies concerning how the federal government would respond to a 
potential or actual terrorist threat or incident, particularlly one involving weapons 
of mass destruction (WMD). 

 
 Six federal agencies are signatories to the plan: Department of Justice, Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, Environmental Protection Agency, Department 
of Energy, Department of Defense, and the Department of Health and Human 
Services.  The CONPLAN was created to implement Presidential Decision 
Directive 39 (1995), which sets forth U.S. policy on counter-terrorism. 

 
Emergency—As defined in the Stafford Act, an emergency is any occasion or instance 

for which, in the determination of the President, federal assistance is needed to 
supplement state and local efforts and capabilities to save lives and to protect 
property, public health, and safety, and includes emergencies other than natural 
disasters. 

 
Emergency Alert System (EAS)—A system established by the FCC in November of 

1994 to replace the Emergency Broadcast System (EBS) as a tool the President 
and others might use to warn the public about emergency situations. 

 
Emergency Broadcast System (EBS)—A system replaced by the EAS that was 

composed of AM, FM, and TV broadcast stations; low-power TV stations; and 
non-government industry entities operating on a voluntary, organized basis during 
emergencies at national, state, or operational (local) area levels. 

 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC)—A secure location to determine situational 

status, coordinate actions, and make critical decisions during emergency and 
disaster situations.   

 
Federal Response Plan (FRP)—The FRP establishes a process and structure for the 

systematic, coordinated, and effective delivery of federal assistance to address the 
consequences of any major disaster or emergency declared under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, as amended (42 U.S. 
Code [USC], et seq.). The FRP Terrorism Incident Annex defines the 
organizational structures used to coordinate crisis management with consequence 
management. (Source: FRP Terrorism Incident Annex, April 1999.) 
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Incident Command System (ICS)—A model for disaster response that calls for the use 
of common terminology, modular organization, integrated communications, 
unified command structure, action planning, manageable span-of-control, pre-
designated facilities, and comprehensive resource management. 

 
Homeland Security—A concerted national effort to prevent terrorist attacks within the  

United States, to reduce America's vulnerability to terrorism, and minimize the 
damage and recovery from attacks that do occur.  (National Strategy for 
Homeland Security, 2002.) 

 
Major Disaster—As defined under the Stafford Act, any natural catastrophe (including 

any hurricane, tornado, storm, high water, wind-driven water, tidal wave, tsunami, 
earthquake, volcanic eruption, landslide, mudslide, snowstorm, or drought), or, 
regardless of cause, any fire, flood, or explosion, in any part of the United States, 
which in the determination of the President causes damage of sufficient severity 
and magnitude to warrant major disaster assistance under this Act to supplement 
the efforts and available resources of states, local governments, and disaster relief 
organizations in alleviating the damage, loss, hardship, or suffering caused 
thereby. 

 
Mitigation—Those actions (including threat and vulnerability assessments) taken to 

reduce the exposure to and detrimental effects of a weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD) incident. 

 
Preparedness—Establishing the plans, training, exercises, and resources necessary to 

achieve readiness for all hazards, including WMD incidents. 
 
Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN)—Joint Department of Justice and Department 

of Treasury program that promotes federal and local government communications 
interoperability and sponsors innovative pilot projects. 

 
Shelter in place—To stay where one is in the event of an emergency.  Requires that 

people stay inside a building away from windows.  All windows and air intake 
systems should be closed.  Wet towels or tape may be used to seal cracks.  If there 
is a danger of explosion windows should be covered. 

 
Satellite-based Technology—Communication systems that are not prone to the same 

outages as terrestrially based systems. 
 
Terrorism—The unlawful use of force or violence against persons or property to 

intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any segment 
thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives. Domestic terrorism 
involves groups or individuals who are based and operate entirely within the 
United States and U.S. territories without foreign direction and whose acts are 
directed at elements of the U.S. government or population. 
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Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)—Any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas; 
bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant charge of more than 4 ounces; missile 
having an explosive incendiary charge of more than 0.25 ounce; mine or device 
similar to the above; weapon involving a disease organism; or weapon that is 
designed to release radiation or radioactivity at a level dangerous to human life. 
(Source: 18 USC 2332a as referenced in 18 USC 921.) 
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ACRONYMS 

 

A___________________________  
ARC American Red Cross 

ARES Amateur Radio Emergency Services 

B___________________________ 
BWI Baltimore Washington International Airport 

C___________________________ 
CapWIN Capital Wireless Integrated Network 

CAO                                       Chief Administrative Officer 

CAR Capability Assessment for Readiness 

CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COG Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 

COGMARS Council of Governments Mutual Aid Radio System 

COOP Continuity of Operations Plan 

D___________________________ 
DC District of Columbia 

DC EMA District of Columbia Emergency Management Agency 

DDOT District Department of Transportation 

DMV Department of Motor Vehicles 

DOD U.S. Department of Defense 

DOE U.S. Department of Energy 

DOH Department of Health 

DOJ U.S. Department of Justice 
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DPW Department of Public Works 

DRP District Response Plan 

E___________________________ 
EAS Emergency Alert System 

EBS Emergency Broadcast System 

ECC Emergency Communications Center 

EMA District of Columbia Emergency Management Agency 

EMAC                                    Emergency Management Assistance Compact 

EMS Emergency Medical Services 

EOC Emergency Operations Center 

EPAC Energy Policy Advisory Committee 

ER Emergency Response  

ESP Essential Service Protection 

F___________________________ 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 

FMARS Fire Mutual Aid Response System 

FRP Federal Response Plan 

FTS Federal Telecommunications System 

G___________________________ 
GETS Government Emergency Telecommunications Service 

GSA General Services Administration 

GWBOT Greater Washington Board of Trade 

H___________________________ 
HazMat Hazardous Materials 

HHS U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
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H-MARS Hospital Municipal Aid Radio System 

HSAS Homeland Security Advisory System 

I___________________________ 
ICS Incident Command System 

IMS Incident Management System 

M___________________________ 
MARC Maryland Area Rail Commuter 

MDOT Maryland Department of Transportation 

MDW Military District of Washington 

MECC Mobile Emergency Communications Center 

MEMA Maryland Emergency Management Agency 

MOU Memorandum of Understanding 

MTA   Maryland Transit Administration 

MWAA   Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority 

N___________________________ 
NAWAS National Warning System 

NCR National Capital Region  

NCS National Communications System 

NEMA National Emergency Management Association 

NG National Guard  

NPS National Park Service 

NSEP National Security Emergency Preparedness 

O___________________________ 
OPM Office of Personnel Management 

P___________________________ 
PIO Public Information Officer 

PMARS Police Mutual Aid Response System 

POTS Plain Old Telephone Services 
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R___________________________ 
RECP Regional Emergency Coordination Plan 

R-ESF Regional Emergency Support Function 

RICCS Regional Incident Communication and Coordination 

System 

S___________________________ 
SHA State Highway Administration 

SOP Standard Operating Procedure 

T___________________________ 
TPB Transportation Planning Board 

U___________________________ 
USDOT U.S. Department of Transportation 

USPP U.S. Park Police 

V___________________________ 
VDOT Virginia Department of Transportation 

VDRPT Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 

VOAD Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters 

VRE Virginia Rail Express 

W___________________________ 
WAWAS Washington Area Warning Alert System 

WMATA Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority  

WMD Weapons of Mass Destruction 

 
 
 


